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The condition is associated with significant short term morbidity and loss of man-hours in the work place. 1 To date the mainstay of treatment of this condition has been to offer patching, topical anti biotic and mydriatic after debridement of the rust ring. Selection of pain relief following removal of corneal rust ring is restricted, as systemic medication gives poor control of local symptoms and may lead to systemic upset. The aim of the study was to assess pain relief, rate of healing and resolution of inflammation following removal of the corneal rust ring and treatment with topical diclofenac in con junction with established therapy. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Between
RESULTS
Forty patients were enrolled in the study (all male, mean age 33.5 years). Of these, 26 patients (65%) completed the study (15 diclofenac, 11 placebo), 13 defaulted from follow-up (32.5%; 4 from the diclofenac group, 9 from t he placebo group) and 1 patient from the diclofenac group was withdrawn from the statistical analysis because of a concomitant large corneal abrasion. The difference in the number of defaulters from each group was not significant (Student's t-test p = 0.096). Individual patient details of those who completed the study are recorded in Tables I and II. At presentation the mean pain scores of the diclofenac group and the placebo group showed no significant difference (using a non-parametric Mann- Fig. 1 . Corneal foreign bodies are a common cause of morbidity and loss of man-hours in the workplace.
We have carried out a small study which shows that diclofenac significantly reduces the pain experienced after the removal of a rust ring, without producing a delay in healing. With the use of diclofenac, there fore, we may expect a reduction in the lost man hours and the discomfort associated with this all too common condition.
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